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When they ſaw the ftar , tbey rejoyced 


x4 O diſcover the ſweet conſent and har- 


4 os 


—þ# \ 
A SER mon Preach't at Chrift-Church 
Dublin, upon the Eerynany. 
1672, 


— 


Mar Tr. IL, Vis. 10, 11. 


with exceeding great joy. 
And when they were come into the 
bouſe, they ſaw the young childe with 
Mary his mother , and fell down and 
worſhipped him : and when they bad 
opened their treaſures , they preſented 
_ unto bim gifts, gold, frankincenſe and 


myrrbe. 


mony betwixt the Old Teſtament and 
+ the New, in relation to the moſt eftt- 
cacious and univerſal Redemption of all Man- 
Ls "kind, 


_— 

kind, by the coming of Chriſt tato the world, 
tis enough to conſider the Types and Prophe- 
fies of the one exa@ly fulfilled in the other. 
The miraculous call of the Gentiles unto the 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith under the 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel, was not only fore- 
told by Propheſies, but likewiſe prefignred in 
ſeveral Types in the Writings of the old Law. 
Amongſt the Propheſies, we find one moſt 
eminent Recorded, Gen. 9g. 27. where righte- 
ous Noah then languiſhing under the burthen 
of an old Patriarchal age, and variety of Pa- 
ternal cares, fill'd nevertheleſs with the ſacred 
and vigorous Inſtindts of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
at a long proſpect diſcovered unto him the 
large extent of a ſpiritual Kingdom by the 
Meſſ#us; in this his Prophetick Viſton, cryes out, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Shem, God ſball en: 
large Japhet, and he ſhall dwell in the Tents of 
| Shem. In which Prophefie,we find two things 
remarkable, to make our way more caſte for 
this enſuing Diſcourſe. 

'1. Here is a tacite promiſe of God's ere&- 
ing a Tabernacle amongſt the poſterity of 
Shem, i. e. That Shem,with his ſucceflive I{ſte, 
ſhould become the choſen people of God, with 
whom he would enter into: a- Covenant of 

Grace: 


Grace and Mercy which promiſe he made 
good afterwards unto Shem's poſterity, the 
Children of 1ſrael : For the Iſraelites, through 
God's miraculous mercy, being delivered out 
of the Epyptian Bondage , and conducted 
through the Wilderneſs into the promiſed - 
Land, put off the Tabernacle of the Cove 
'nant, in which the glory of the Lord appeared, 
and forthwith God began to talk with them 
from amidſt two Cherubimns ; afterwards, that 
portable Tabernacle was chang'd into a fixt 
and magnificent Temple, erected by King So: 
lomon in the holy City. This was the noble 
and onely Prerogative of the poſterity of 
Shem, the Glory of the Children of Iſrael. 
2. We are given to. Note here another 
Prophefie concerning Faphet, That be ſhould in- 
habit the Tabernacle or Tents of Shem. The 
meaning whereof is this, That the Gentiles to 
be born in time of the Seed of Faphet , 
were to be cal''d into a cloſe tellowſhip and 
communion * with the Church and People of 
the Fewes, under the new Oeconomy of the 
Golpel. And many other Propheſies of the 
like nature there are up and down extant in 
the Books of Moſes, the Pſalms, and Prophets, 
| that bar Teſtimony to the matter in hand, 
B 2 As 
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As for the Typical Repreſentations, for our 
further confirmation in it, there are many of 
them alſo ; as particularly, We have the Mar- 
riage of the Saints under the Old Law: Moſes 
took unto Wiſe an Ethiopian woman. And 
Dawid took unto him two. Ahtroam the 
Fexreelite. And Abigail the Carmelite, which 
( according to the judgment of the ſoundeft 
Divines ) Typified, That our bleſſed Saviour, 
the Son of David, according to the fleſh, 
ſhould unite in that one body of the Church 
his Spouſe both ewes and Gentiles. Likewiſe 
we have the Emblem of it in the Monarchical - 
Government of King David, who extended 
his Empire over the Idameans, Philiſtizes, Moz 
abites and Syrians, as well as over his Native 
Body Politick of the Fewes, We have the 
ſame no leſs prefigured by the Queen of She: 
bas advancing out of the South, to behold the 
Greatneſs of Solomon + viz. That through the 
ſound of the Goſpel throughout the World, 
the Nations which were afar off, ſhould flock 
in, and voluntarily ſubmit themſelves to the 
Scepter of their heavenly Solomon. 

By theſe, and many more ſach like Pro- 
phcrick Oracles, and Typical Adumbrations,the 
holy Men of old times beheld the dawning 


of 
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of- this day, which fixteen hundred years ago, "IF 
and upwards, was the: moſt Illuſtrious that 
ever the inferiour World - was bleſt with by 
the gracious Heavens the Conſtellation of all 
whoſe greateſt Luminaries in their full ſplen- 
dor at once, if compar'd with it, were but as 
the light of a Candle to the Noon-day ; for 
this day was 1iluminated by the Son of Righ- 
teoulneſs incarnate, and it's Illuminations aug- 
mented by the kind influences of an extraor- 
dinary Star, inviting the Eaſtern Magi to come 
forthwith, and pay a proportionable Homage 
to their new born King. A Star of wonders! 
that diſcovered Heaven it ſelf amidſt an earth- 
ly Honſe, an Houſe more glorious (tor the 
Guelſt's ſake) and more clearly ſeen, than 
the Twelve imaginary Houſes of the Aftrolo- 
gers in the Celeſtial Spheres ; for ſo it follows, 
And lo, the Star which they ſaw in the Eaſt, 
went before them, till it came and ſtood over 
where the young childe was : And when they 
ſaw the ſtar, they rejozced with exceeding great 


joy, &c. 


This Day, commonly called by the ancient 
Churches, The day of boly Illuminations,or Feaſt 


of Lights, hath been held famous for chree 
; Things, 


_ vity,I ſhall repreſent unto you: 


Pg 
n 
., 
.* 


Things, under that one name of Epiphanies., 
or Three manifeſtations of Chriſt to the 


World after divers manners. 


Firſt, As tre was made known to the Wiſe 
men, Strangers and Gentiles by a Star, called 
properly  Empantie, , E 

Seconaly, To the Jewes, when he was Con- 


ſecrated in Baptiſm, at which time the Holy 


Trinity apperred ; the Father in: his voyce, 


| the Son is. the fleſh, the Holy Ghoſt in the 


form of a Dove, thence called outs. 

Thirdly, To his own Countreymen of Gelje 
lee, in that houſe of Nuptials where he ſhew'd 
his firſt Miracle of changing water into wine , 
thence called zwizo: Al] Three Commemora- 
ted upon this Day. The firſt, in the Goſpel ; 
The other two, in the two ſecond Leſſons for 
the Day. Upon which account, it is ſtoried 
of Julian the Apoſtate and Emperour, That 
leaſt he fhould be detefed for an Ido/ater, 
whereof he was aſham'd, he was minded to ap- 
pear in publick this Day, which, in the month 
of January (ſayes he) the Chriſtians ſolem: 
aize, and call by the name of Fpiphanies. 

For the proſecution of the enſuing Dil- 
courſe ſutably to the Solemrury of this Feſtt- 


Firſt, 


tations upon both, in order as they come. 


F 


0) 


Firſt, Some Obſervations upon the Star in the 


ext, 


Secondly, Some Hiſtorical Notices concerning 
the Magi. | 
Thirdly, Some praGical Inferences and Medi: 


Firft, We will take into our conſideration 


the Nature and Qualities of this Star. 
- conlult Aſtronomers, ſome of them will tell us, 


It we 


That it was one of the real prime Stars for 
Luſtre in the Firmament ; waich,though com- 


mon 


to the view of All, 


yet, as to Its Prog- 


noſticks and Effects, underſtood onely by theſe 
Perſian Soph. 
Others (ay, That it was a f{ydereal Conſtel- 
lation, or a Concourſe of ſeveral of the moſt 
reſplendent Scars, or biggeſt Planets, Saturn, 
Tupiter,and the reſt in the ſuperior Orbs. 


Others there are, 


who will not rank it 


amongſt: the Celeſtial, but Elementary ftery 
Meteors or [mpreſlions, rermed {econd,or falſe 


St. Chryſoſtom and Theophyla& upon the 


Stars. 


ty.. 


place, hold it to be that Angel waich appea- 
red unto the Shepherds near Bethlehem, tel. 
ling them the tydings of onr Saviours Nativi- 


And. they have lome: colour: for it, for it 


0 


Was 


- ” 


of a flaming Star. 


the likeneſs of Cloven fiery Tongues. 


-— — 
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was an uſual way with the Angels under the 

Old Law, to appear inthe Radiations of Light, 

| or the Vibrations ef Fire : And beſides,nnder 
1H this quality they are deſcrib'd , Pal. 104. 4. 
ul He maketh his angels ſpirits : and his miniſters 
[ . 8 flaming fire. In luch a fſimilitude then, it 

| is not altogether improbable, chat an Angel 

'might appear to thele Magz,-viz, in the ſhape, 


© Laſtly, Some are of this Opinion, That it was 
' the Holy Ghoſt, who now might as well tranſ- 
(if form himſelf into an indulgent Star, to dire& 
the Wiſe men in their way to the New-born 
Jeſus, as afterwards he was pleaſed to deſcend 
upon him in the form of an innocent Dove at 
the time of his Baptiſm 3 as alſo long after thar, 
I at Pentecoſt, he deſcended agaia on his Apo- 
ſtles and the Brethren afſembled together, in 


But 


waving all theſe ConjeQuures and Probabilities, 
Ave may confidently affirm , That it was not 
only a new and real, but a miraculous and 
; | onely Star, in oppoſition to all other faremen- 
þ _ tioned Opinions. An Angel it conld not be, 

becauſe of the expreſs ward of the Evange- 
: ' iſt, who calls it 4 Star. And that it could 
| . not be one of the Comets, or falling Stars,tis 


4s 
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(9) 
as clearly evident, becauſe both of their dif- 
ferent motions. and (i gnifications from what 
this had : Thoſe being generally portentons of 
the death of Kings, and mighty men, the 
change or downfall of States and Kingdoms, 
and-of thele dire Calamities that befall Man. 
kind for their .Outrages and Enormities : But 
This big with nothing but Peace, Happineſs,and 
eternal Salvation to the ſons of Men. That 
it could- not be of the number of the firſt 
Stars or wandring Planets, is as evident as the 
former 3 for then certainly after ſuch a long 
Tra& of Time and Revolution of the Hea- 
vens, from the fourth dayes Creation unto 
that of its appearance, it muſt needs have been 
ſeen. But all the Aftronomers and Hiſtorians 
in the World, from the beginning , unto this 
day,are altogether. filent about it (as to its 
appearance ) fave onely at that time. Neither 
indeed, could it in reaſon be one of the na- 
tural Stars of the firft Creation , becauſe of 
their periodical conrſes, and limited progreſſions 
from Eaſt to Weſt, from which they cannever 
erre. Nor conſequently a Comet can it be, 


-which ( according to, Natural Phil»ſophy ) does 


generally obey the motion. of that Star which 


-inflam d it, Burt this ſalutiferoys Star deriving 


GC... not 
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not its deſſyns from Nature, palſerh from Jez 


rafalem towards Bethlehem, 1. e. quite contra» 
ry from North, to Southwards , according to 
the intention of it's Maker, which was, That it 
ſhould make lim manifeſt unto thele hopeful 
Princely Pilgrims, to their great joy at their 
wal. See ſee! how. conſtant -and con- 
cern'd this new made Luminary 1s, in accont- 
modating it . ſelf ro theſe earneſt Travel- 
lers! It neither haſtens, nor ſlackens tits pace 5 
neither does it inthe lcaſt .decline the dire 
way, turning either to the 11ght hand, or to the 
left ; . but with all ' the circumſtances of obſe- 
quzonſneſs, accompanies them in their progrels 
upon the Road, . This heavenly Candle, like 
the Soul of Man ( which Solomon terms the 
Candle of the Lord ) as it poſleſt with fucha 
Soall, gives light all along ro ried noble Souls, 
conducts them to that very ſpot of ground 


where the {weet Babe lay, the very centre of. 


their aims and defires. 


Beſides all this, for further proof, we may 


confider zts ſcituation, thac, it was. not in any 
'of the Celeſtial Orbs, but in the Air, and that 


in "the lower Region of it too, by which near 
"diſtance ( which cannot be ſuppoſed of the 


' Created Stars 1n the beginning, becauſe of their 
vaſt 


(13) 

vaſt remoteneſs from the earth ) commodi- 
ouſly leading them on their way by Night, 
and failing not in the diffuſion of its beams by 
Day alſo (probably that they might ſee how 
to take a ſhorter cut tnto their journies end ) 
until it made a ſtand over the very Houle 
| Where they were to congratulate their New 
born King. And after all this, when ir had 
perform'd the Office defign'd by the All-wiſe 
Creator of it, it ceaſed at once to illuminate 
and exiſt ; being diſfolv'd at laſt by the ſame 
hand that made it into. that <a matter 
out of which he produc it. - 

But how ſhould this ſpeechleſs Star C may 
ſome ſay ) be able to reach theſe Wiſe men ſo 
great a myſtery C hidden from the Ages ) as 
this of the Nativity 'of the worlds Saviour ? 
Was there nothing more in the matter think ye, 
that ſhould occaſion them to take ſo tedious , ſo 
difficult a journey ( as this muſt needs be ) and 
to proſecute with ſo much eagerneſs of mind, a 
thing, which on the Jews part at leaſt , if not 
from others, muſt needs create unto them a great 
deal of Envy and Detration e 
_ Yes doubtleſs; This ſaving knowledge of 
God Incarnate, was taught them inwardly, by 
the Illuminations of the Holy Spirit, as well as 
C2 out= 
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outwardly by the light of « flar- Fhat ſax 


pernatural light within them, tanght them all 
things of him, who was to be afterwards a-light 
zo lighten the Gentiles, as be was then the glory 
of his. people: Iſrael, Who knows but ' that 
they might have had- the view and peruſal of 
the five Books of Moſes, as probably as Plato, 
Platarch, and ſeveral of. the Roman Poets, Gen- 
ziles as well as they 3 of which laſt, the Lear- 
ned do affirm that they had. Suppoſing: 
which, or ſuppoſing it not,.they might never- 
theleſs, by the gracions DiQates of. rhe Holy 


Ghoſt ,-be ro!ld of a certain Propheſie of one, 
' of their own Countreymen, Balaam by name, 


fam'd over all. the Eft for a great Diviner, 


as you find it Recorded, Numb. 24. 17. There 


fhall come a-ſtar out. of Jacob : Which Prophe= 
fie- does ſo-exatly agree with the Wiſe mens 
queſtion-and: reaſon (- Where 3s he that is born 
King of the Jewes, for 'we. have ſeen his ſtar? ) 
that cheſe two Stars, theſe two Texts, do ſeem. 
wholly and dire&ly to. face and (enlighten 
each other. There goes a Story therefore to- 
this purpoſe ( which -I ſhall leave to your. 
graveJudgments to think. of it (as you pleaſe) 
as. to its Credibility) . That the Perſian Mage 
elected out of, their own number Twelve, 
which 
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(13) 
which year by year were to go up to the 
rop of the Vidtorial Mountain fo called, and 
there abiding three dayes, were wont to waſh 
themſelves over, and -pray- to God, that he 
would manifeſt unto them that Star-of which 
Balaam had propheſied. Upon the day of the 
Nativity therefore abiding upon the Hill full 
of expeQations, the Star appears unto them in 
the ſhape of a fair lovely: Boy , with a Crofs 
fhining over-his Head, and faying, Make all the 
haſte you can into the Land of Judza, and 
there you ſhall find that King whom you ſo 
greedily. look after. Whether there be any 
Fruth in this ſtory or not, it matters hot 
much: We cannot. bur blame however the 
vain and protane Confidence of: impious Aſtro: 
logers., in 2vouching, That the Wife men at- 
tain'd unto the knowledge of Chriſt his Na- 
tivity, by the Rules and Mechods: of: that” theic 
Science, which is chiefly - converſant about the 
natural and ordinary Stars : For. never was it 
heard of, that any other. Star bat this, did ever 
fignifte thi Birth of. Chriſt. Jeſus. Neicher can 
it be believed, that this it ſelf could do: it ef- 


fectually of it (elf, unleſs the Holy Ghoſt-had 


infus'd into-their Pm at-the ſame time the 


true. Notions of-this. heavenly. knowledye, and 
| | had 
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bad fown' in their hearts the: ſeeds of a {ound 
Faith, that they ſhould believe it. But not ta 
be bcholding to any the leaſt ſuſpected Au- 
thor, we have beſides a very ancient and au- 
thentick- one to enlighten us about: this Star, 


Ehalcidius by name, a'Platonick Philoſopher, 


who 1iv'd and: wrote a little after Chriſt. He 
Commenting upon Plats his Timers , alter he 
had recounted many: ſtrange portentous things 
about the Stars;ſubjoins a” relation of this at 
hſt : Eft &- hs ſanlior. & venerabilior hiſto: 
714, que perhibet ertumStelle 'inſolite,8&c.There 
i ( ſayes he ) s more holy and venerable ftory 
-which-gives out the riſe of a new Star, not 
feretelling Mortality , or any fatal Accidents to 
Mankind, but the deſcent of God Incarnate, for 
grace- and. ſalwation-to ſinful Mortals. The 


; obſervation of which' by” the Chaldeans they 


Verifie, who preſented the ſame God:-man with 
gifts of” Gold, Frankincenſe and Myrrhe. 
Having now given you a fuflicient account 
of the Star in the Text. Oar Meditations, as to 
practical Inferences , ſhall fix and expatiate 
themſelves thus. 
Mt You have taught us, O- ye wiſe Princes of rhe 
\Eaft, or rather that Star that taught you, hath 
inſtrued us to ſympathize with you' in the 


real 
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real manly expreQions of an exceeding rejoy« 
cing & tttumphant joy. We fall down therfore, 
and with humble adorations congratulat2 the 
riches of thy mercy, O Lord of life, forthat thou 
walt pleaſed, chrough the miracnlcys conception 
of boly Mary, to give unto us the allurance of 
eternal happineſs, by the word Izczrnate; and 
ro declare the ſame, by the apparition of a new 
created Star, to thole firſt fruits and forerun- 
ners of us miſerable Gentiles + From the con- 
duct of whem , by the light of this material 
One to -thee, O holy Feſus, who art that Star - 
of 7acob-toic told, that brieht morning Star, aC- 
knowledge ed from thine own mouth, Rev. 22 

16, We who are of the fam? ſtock and "I 
neage, as we do ſhare in the {ame priviledges 
by faith, lo do we exnult with an equal glad- 
nels, and unipeakably great joy. For, that a 
Sear ſhould be lighted up on purpoſe, a Star 
that portends not only temporal, bur ever- 
laſting happinels to the forlorn Souls of Rez 
bel criminals, and {uch a Starias leaves them 
not, till it have brought them to rhe-child 


Jeſus, even to God himſelf; This affords-matter 


{ure for exceeding great Joy. For thwe are 
bound to. pay unto Gol all, chearful homage 
and adoration for that his general providence 

over 


(66) 
over us, in making the ordinary Stars to dance 
attendance upon us,1o ſhine, to lead, to tight 
ſometimes in their courſes, to cffcQuate health 
in our bodies, and fertility in the Fields for 
our ſakes ( Which made holy-David contem- 
plating that ſpangled Canopy, now our cover- 
ing, hereaſter to-be our:Footſtool, in an holy 
extaſle to cry- out, Lord, what 3s man, that thox 
art miadful of him, or the Son of man, that 
thou thus wiltteſt him, wviſiteſt him with Stars! ) 
W hat a noble joy and gratulation ſhould the 
conſideration of God's eſpecial Providence o- 
ver us Gentiles, produce in our Souls, in ſend- 
ing us a Star, in ſetting up for us a Standard 
of light, to invite and guide us, to warm and 
cheriſh us, to ſupport and repleniſh us with 
the All-healing BenediGjons of a far more glo- 
rious Star, our Sun of Righteouſneſs. How 
exaatly ( to. our great comfort be it ſpoken) 
dothe Typeand che thing Typifed agree! In 
that God, who of Old was pleaſed to lead 
the children of Iſrael through rhe Wilderneſs 
into the Regions of the Gent:les, by the pillar 
of a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night: 
| here now in like manner, he leads the. Mag? 
the Forefathers of the Gentiles, into the. Land 

of 7Fudea, by the condut of a Star : To ſhew, 
19 That 
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That both people, as well Fewes as Gentiles, 


muſt become one ſheepfold under Chriſt the 


one great ſhepherd of their ſouls.” Neither 
is the Pred:G&tion, Iſa. 60. 1, 3. lefs clearly ve- 
rifi-d, Ariſe. ſhine, for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. And the 
Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and Kings to the 
brightneſs of thy riſing, 

Alas! what were we? we were a people 
ſitting in darkneſs, and might have continued 
unto this day grovyeling in the thick darkneſs 
of Ignorance, Infidelity, and horrours of Idola- 
try! Was it not nowa manifeſtation of mira» 
culous mercy, a matter of fyuperabundant joy, 
that God ſhould thus diſcriminate us of the 
latter Times, from Nations far more worthy 
than our ſelves, pulling us like Brands out of 
the fire, and ſetting us above others, as a 
Candle upon a Buſhel, and enkirdling this 
Candle wirh a Star! When we lay ſtinking 


dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, he ſaid unto us, Ot: 
Awake, and live by the light and life of this ' © _ 


Star. When we were without hope, and with: 
out God in the world, as the Apoſtle tells us, 
ſtrangers to the Covenant of promiſe, Aliens to 
the Commonwealth of Iſrael, wilde Olive:trees, 
Dogs #nder the Table ( in our Saviours terms ) 


D poor, 


3 nn is yy —— tes > " 0 py —_— _ - a oth a 
05 - - = FOES VEIERY 


Oe ee RE ID 


I 2 AP < SRI 
OO = IT fot ole nr ” a v - Ll ata CES 5" 
EE A en OR Reeds a 


as yy mn yn ne 


_ 
FLA 


£ 
A 
5 
a 
? 


(13) 


poor; blind, miſerable, and naked Orphans ; even 
then was he pleaſed to eſpouſe ns unto him. 
ſelf in the bonds of an everlaſting kindnels, 
and to make us the ſubje& of the liberal et- 
fuſion of his graces, and the {weet influences 
of a ſaving one, pointed at by a material Star. 


By the light of this, we are ſurrounded with 


all other pure, proficable, benign, and pleaſing 
Iights: wich the ſplendour of Chriſt Jelus his 
perſonal excellencies, with the pare luſtre of 
God's holy Word to guide our Feet into the 
wayes of peace, with the refreſhing Rayes of 
{upernatural grace, faith and hope through 
his merits; with the quickning vertue of his 
Ordinances, Sacraments, Letanies and Prayers 
of the Holy Church. All which make up a 
Conſtellation of {weet Inflaences of- the pow- 
er of God unto our ſalvation. O Sun of 
Righteouſnels! O brightneſs of the Eternal 
Father! Riſe thou upon us with healing under 
thy wings! Diſplay the beams of thy ſaving 
countenance upon our ſouls !.Diſpell the dark 
miſts of Sin and Infidelity which overcloud onc 
minds and wills.! Dry up .the damps of Ori: 
ginal Concupiſcence in our hearts, by the warmth 
of a mighty grace, as theſe earthly ones are 


Globe 


done away by the heat. of that burning fiery. 


(19) 
Globe above ns. That at the laſt, becoming: 
the ſons and daughters of Epiphanies, we may 
walk as becomes Children of the Father of 
Lights, and as Brethren of the Son and Heir of 


Lights, (lining 1n all manner of Party and In- 


regrity throughout the whole courle of our 
Converſations. 


Secondly , Now follows as a ſecond Branch 


of my propounded method, that in the ſame 


order by way of Heftorical Narration, and 
profutablg Inferences, we ipeak ſrewhar and 
more briefly of the Perfran Magi. 

Of theſe early Votarzes, and true Converts 
ro the Sor of God, and Diſcipline of bis King: 
dom, there 1s a great Controverfie amongſt the 
moſt eminent of the Fathers, whether they were 
Kings or no. Bat, though the late Learned 
Dr. Hammond be for the Aﬀirmarive, follow- 
ing St. Augſtine, St. Ferome and Tertullian in 
this point, yet waving Diſputes of this nature, 
we may take it for granted , That they were 
men of Princely dignity at the leaſt, For the 
name of Mag: both in. Perſia and Arabia, was 
a-name of men highly eminent for their extra- 
Gion, as well as for profound Learning and Em 
play. That in. general. they were Princes and 


D 2 P hiliſophers 
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Philofophers of the higheſt rank, it feems to 
be clear, from the Character that Cicero gives 
them in his learned Book de Divinatione,where 
he ſayes, Nullum Perſarum Regem eſſe potuiſſe 
qui non ante Magoram diſciplinam ſcientiamque 
perceprſſet, i. e. That he was utterly uncapable 
to be King of Perſia, who had nor been F 
ſome good meaſure expertencd in the Diſc 
pline and Wiſdom of the Magi. And that 
they were men of the greateſt ſtate and place, 
1 not Kings themle]ves, yet Kings Privy Coun- 
{ellors, he affures us by another Charafter that 
he gives them elſewhere in the ſame Book, Sine 
anGoritate & confilio Magorum ( ayes he ) con: 
ftat ne ipſts quidem Regibus quicquam agere 
licere: Without the counfe] and authoricy 
of the Magi, even unto Kings themſelves, was 
it never permitted to a& in any important 
matter whatſoever. And again, magnifying 
another high quaſification in them, he gives 
their name of ( wy, ) to denote not only 
a peculiar forr of Wiſe men. thoroughly in- 
ſtructed 1n all the Liberal Arts and Sciences (as 
was ſaid before | bur who had likewile a grand 
Concern about Sacred Things: Magnus altiſſi- 
marnm rerm Cultor ©» Interpres habetur. 
Doubtleſs they were profoundly 5kill'd in Ma- 
thematicks 
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(21) 
thematicks and [Philoſophy 3 great Tnquiſitors 
into and Interpreters of the Phenomena of 
Nature, of the Nature and Counſels of their FÞ 
Gods, of 'the Cauſes and Events of Things: | ] 
The onely Curators of Religious Matters in 434 
Dodrine, Worſhip, Vows, Prayers, Sacrifices, 4; 
and of whatever elſe appertained thereunto. | 
They were briefly the ſame -n their -Coun- 
trey, what the Gymnoſophiſts were amongſt the 
Indians, the Philoſophers amongſt the Grecians, 
the Wiſe men amongit the -Latines, the Druids 
amongſt the 'Gautes , the Chaldeans amongſt 
the Aſſyrians. 'Therefore-does our Holy Evan- 
geliſt entitle them'with the name of ,v,. up- 
on theſe forementioned accounts of their emi- 
nent Birth, Oftice and Learning ; and not from 
their i[[afive dealing with King Herod in not 
returning unto him according to his InjunRi- 
on, as ſome do imagine. It 1s the judgment 
of St. Ghryſoſtom, That they had this name gi- 
ven them from thoſe unlawfu} Arts, which he 
ſuppoſeth them to. have practiſed 3 and as we 
are apt to call in our Tongue (but » the 
worſt ſenſe ) your wiſer ſort of men Wizards 
and Magittans. But if ſuch theſe men were, 
we are bound the rather to admire the good- 


neſs of God, who was pleaſed to call ar fo 
E TOA! 


"© 


—_ 


great a diſtance, and from ſo deep an abyls 


of Impiety and Hell, the very Prieſts and Vo- 


taries of Devils, the Forerunners and Firſt - 


fruits of us ( once ſuch finful Geztiles, or 
worſe haply ) to the adoration of his Son but 
juſt new born, and that too by.the imperious 


meſſage of a new-made Star. And thus much _ 
may ſuffice as touching their perſons, and per- 


ſonal perfeQions, which may miniſter unto us 
ſeveral good Documents and Conſlolations. - 


T1. In that they were Gentiles, once a de- 


ſpiſed people, we are given to underſtand,that 
it is Gods free grace and mercy through them, 
to open unto us a door of- life, and having 
pull'd down that partition wall, to give them 
and us a free entrance into the promiſed 
reſt. : 

2, And if Gentiles, then ſianers too. From 
hence ſprings light and comfort to all diſcon- 
ſolate Souls, Ianguiſhing under the burthen of 
their fins3 for if Heaven, notwithſtanding our 
deep defilement by original and aQual tranſ- 
greſſions, vouchſafe to favour us with a graci- 
ous Jook, nor they, nor we, nor any Nation 
or perſon need fear to be excluded the King- 


dom of God, if they obey the call. 


3. Great 
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22 
3- Great Perſonages, they were forctold in 
Pſalm 72. under the notion of the Kings of 


Arabia and Saba bringing gitts, as moſt inter- 


pret that place of them. Our Saviours Que- 
ſtion, How hard is it for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven? And Sr. Paul's 
Negation, That not many mighty, not many 10: 
ble of this world are called , might wellenongh 
ſtactle and confound the hopes ot all the great 
men of the earth, were it not for this parti- 
cular inſtance of Free-grace ; ; that the Perſian 


Magi, great Princes of the Eff » Tich and ho-. 


nourable, may claim an Intereſt in Chriſts Star, 
as well as the poor, and thoſe that are term- 
ed the Off-icowring of the World. 

. Nor does their great Learning, or my- 
ſterious knowledge, any way debar them 
from being Proſelytes 'to Chriſtianity, The A- 
poſtles Intimation of, zot' many wiſe , #ot many 
learned, might well again amaze and deaden 
the hearts of great Scholars, were it not, thac 
theſe accompliſhrt Heroes of Learning, had a 
portion in the Star that leads to Chriſt; as 
well as they had an accurate knowledge of 


the Stars above them, to gratifte the nobler 


{enles of their intelleual Faculties, as one day 
they ſhall have them under them, for the glo- 
E2 | ry 
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ry of their whole bearifi'd Beings. The know-- 


ledge of natural things, and natural reafon it 
ſelf, was firſt ſet up 1n the Soul, as a Star or 
Candle of the Lord, to lead man to the ad: 
miration of his Drainity. And theſe Renown- 
ed- Princes, who had the full uſe and benefit 
of the ſame, employed it wholly to the right 
end: Bat ſuch (alas! ) is the Corruption of 
theſe laſt Ages of the World, That inſtead of 
coming unto God and Chriſt by Faith and 
Obedience ( Things conſentaneous with rea= 
ſon advanc'c to the higheſt pitch:) our gallant 
Atheiſts do (as mnch as in them lies) endeavour 
to depart from them, not only by their vicious 
Lives, but to baniſh-alfo the very exiſtence of 
a Deity out of their Thoughts, and at the ſame 
time reaſon-out of their Souls. So that quite 
| contrary to our New-quaking L.uminaries,who 
do ſo highly magnifie. and: extend-the Light 
within then, theſe dark Souls labour to put out 
all manner of Light both within and without 
them. And however theſe new Anarchical 
Eights may account of. Princes,and great Lear- 
ned men, as Enemies unto him who was repre- 
ſented by this Star, nevertheleſs this Star ſhines 
unto them with as benign and efficacious In- 
flaences, as unto any ; nay, with. more than un- 

to 
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to the Inferiour Orders of men, Mean and 
ordinary Capacities, ſuch as Women and Shep- 
herds, muſt have ſutable Guides to lead them 
to Chriſt. Ir is for Kings, and Learned Sages 
onely to be led.by Stars, and Tokens of ſtu- 
pendous Providence to the weneration of the 
Chriſtian Faith, Their hearts are Jarger, and 
their mental ſtrengths are greater, and their 
examples of greater force, to capacitate them 
for greater Iinpreflions, and to advance the 
Kingdom of Chriſt Jeſus by their exemplary 
Conformity, as much as to enlarge their carth- 
ly Empires by Conqueſt or victorious Policy. 
So as what one ſaid of Government, That #t 
was the beſt, when Kings do Philoſopbize, and 
Philoſophers Reign : I. will ſay thelike of both, 
with this reciprocal Inverſion, That it 3s the beſt 
of: Governments, when Kings and Philoſophers do 
ſubmit unto Chriſtian Laws, and when Chriſtian 
Laws are ſupported and defended by the ſecu: 
lar power and policy of ſuch great men. And 
thrice bappy-#s ſuch a people, whoſe Supreme:does 
defend the Faith with bis pious Life, as much as 
with his Sword and Shield.. 

Secondly, In the. next place we are to: con- 


fider, - 
F I, Theſe 


— os 


1. Theſe Wits. mens advancing on their 
Journey. | 


2. Their Deportment, They fell down and 


wor ſhipped. 
3. Their Congratulatory Accoſtment, They 


preſented him with offerings. 
r. Of the firſt of theſe. Rowrz'd upby the 


inward Inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt ,- and. 


outward ſight of this inviting Star to wait up- 
on their ſpiritual King ; for thequicker difpatch 
they call forthwith for their Dromedaries,and 
away they come. Many a weaty ſtep had they 
trod, many an unprofitable Queſtion had they 
a:k'c, but neither yet do they break off their 
pace or expeCtations, They knew full well, 
that it would prove a long Journey from their 
Homes to fersſalem, and a troubleſome one 
t003 as being to pals through the Wilderneſles 
of Arabia Deſerta, and over the Rocks of Ara: 
biaPetrea. The uncouthneſs of the way,the 
danger of the narrow paſſages infamous for 
Robbers, and dreadful for Precipices, the Tn- 
conveniencies of the Journey , nor yet the un- 
certainty of it ( becauſe of the diſappearance 
of the Star for a ſeaſon ) could no whit de- 
ter them from their deſign. For Faith and 
Love brook no Impediments, know: no Diffi- 

| culties 
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culties 1n the ſearch after the beloved Jeſus. 
To have made many ſuch Journies, to have 
enlarg'd their Empire, would have been grate= 
ful to ambitious minds : but this is none of 
their ambition ; and if it had been, they had 
juſt reaſon to ſay, What would it profit us to 
gain the whole world, and to loſe our own ſouls? 
or rather , to loſe the ſweet Feſus , who 3s the 


life of our ſouls. What a reproach now muſt 


all this be to the Chriſtians of our dayes? 
How many. trivial excuſes ſhall ſcare many of 
us from adhering to that Faith we do profels ? 
'Tis a faſhion now adayes to reaſon our ſel yes 
out of our Devotion and Religion, and to ob- 
ject any thing to ſave our pains 1n the great 
Concerns about Chriſt and our Souls. The ex- 
tremity of a little cold weather, or the damp- 
neſs of a rainy Morning, the cold Snow under 
our Feet, or the Wind whiffling about our 
Cloaths, ſhall ealily keep us off from coming 
to the Houſe where Jeſas delights to dwell, 
from coming out to worſhip him 1n his Sans 
ctuary, Bur what ſtrikes deeper at the root 
of Religion, is, the vile reaſonings of reprobate 
minds againſt Chriſtian Obedience. Some of 
whom plead againſt the neceſſity of it: Be- 
cauſe the Goſpel,ſay they, is a meſſnage of peace 
F 2 an 
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ant] reſt to their ſouls , and thence they think 


themſelves wholly diſingag d from all kind of 
duty. Others will tell you of an utrer Im- 
poſlibility to periorm the Commands, becauſe 
they are weak and impotent Creatures by na- 
ture;and therefore they can do nothing at all 
of themſelves, and the beſt righteouſneſs that 
they have, is but as menſtruous Rags in Gods 
eſteem. The Well beſides is deep, and they 
have not wherewith to draw. A third ſorc 
there is who are much aggrieved at the bit- 
rernelſs of it, ſaying, Theſe Laws are troubleſom 
and unſavoury, full of ſadneſs and melancholly, 
void of good fellowſhip and recreation, and ſub- 
jeft to continual afſliciions and anxieties of mind. 
Theſe pious Magi met with no ſuch Bug- 


bears, made no ſuch Demurs upon the way : 


| They had more generous Apprehenſions, and 


more inflam'd Aﬀections towards Chriſt and 
his Diſcipline. Ah! Let us make theſe Wiſe 
men our pattern and example ; the Wiſeſt men 
in the World for this one A& of coming un- 
to Chriſt, though they had been meer Fools in 
all other reſpects whatſoever. Nor cou!d the 

themſelves but confeſs, That they carried back 
with them a far more nobler wiſdom, and 
more coſtly treafures by infinite degrees, than 


they 


(29) 
they brought with them3 and inſtead 97 p2r#z 
{bable, they returned with immortal Diadems in 
their Crowns. 

Come away then readily without pretences 
or delay, with the eye of a ſtrong Faith,and 
the motions of a pure love, and pay your 
homage to the holy Jeſus. The riſing Sun, we 
are told, is the Perſians God; and thele Wiſe 
Eaftern Votaries now much wiſer than before, 
do but Tranſlate their Adoration from one Sun 
unto another ; from that material but periſhable 
Sun in the Firmament, to this material but 
immortal Sun of Righteouſneſs Incarnate. And 
this proftration of the Body, it 1s the firſt part 
of their Worſhip. A leſſer Adoration would nor 
have been proportionable to ſo great a Bleſ. 
fing, as the ſight of a Saviour. For it ſeems 
moſt reaſonable, That his aſſuming of a Body to 


his Divine Nathre , ſhould challenge the humble 


obeyſance of our whole bodies now; his coming 
down from Heaven, our falling down upon the 
Earth ; bis ſo great Humiliation, the greateſt ex- 
preſſion of our Humility, And this we ſhall do, 
though not in poſture, yet in a ſpiritual ſenſe 
the ſame and in effec, if we keep our bodies 
veſſels of honour , pure and untainted from the 
laſts of the fleſh, and offer our members as inſtru: 
G | 
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ments of righteouſneſs unto holineſs, Now this 
bodily proftration is not wholly and truly Ado: 
ration of it ſelf; It is the Intention of the mind 
that turns this outward expreſſion of the body 
into Adoration : and it is the Soul that ſpecifies 
the Worſhip, and gives it both its nature and 


its name. The Soal then conſecrates its (elf 


with all its Faculties unto God in all Ats of 
Dewotion and Adoration at the ſame time with 
the Bodies humiliated proftration. The Apoſtles 
Exhortation therefore may haply refer to this, 
Therefore glorifie God in your bodies, and in your 
ſouls, which are Gods, 1 Cor. 6. Otherwiſe to 
tall down 7» humility with the body, and life 
up the ſoul with pride; to give him an out- 
ward reſpect, and inwardly to flight him, is to 
uſe Chriſt as the Souldiers did, worſhip him in 
a mockery, ſaying, Hait King, and ſmite him. 
Now Laſtly, After that we have confidered 
how the Princely Magi have made a twelve days 
Journey out of the Eft, of an 150 Germarn,600 
of Engliſh miles, according to the Computation 
of Geometricians and Divines, poſting it all a« 
| long with Dromedaries laden with the coſtly 
wealth of the Countrey, to make Preſents 
thereof to the King of Glory ; What ſpall we 
think of our ſelves, if we ſhould come empty: 


banded, 
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handed, to congratulate the ſame our King 9 Os 
per therefore the treaſuries of your ſouls gearChri: 
ftians I beſeech you, and ſee whether they will not 
furniſh you with preſents of gold,frankincenſe and 
myrrhe: for with ſuch preſents God 3s well pleaſed, 
whether it be as to the congruity of our apprehenſt- i 
ons of him, or the nature of that ſpiritual homage 
we pay unto him.For.as to the firſt,;n offering gold, 
we acknowledge him to be King,and {opay Tri- 
bate unto him. In offering frankjncenſe, we con- 
fels him to be God, which is the oblation of the 
Altar- And in offering myrrhe, we profeſs he 
ſhould dye like men; for myrrhe is generally 
made uſe of in Sepultures and Embalmings. This 
for the Theological ſenſe. 

2. If we look upon the moral ſenſe of this 
Allegory, we may aftirm, That they. are the: ſez 
weral Chriſtian VerFnes that are repreſented: by 
theſe material Emblems, in the praStice of which 
we make him moſt acceptable Preſents. For God 
looks upon us as offering him gold, if we'pati- 
ently and conſtantly ſuffer for the Faith, which 
according to the Apoſtle St. Peter, 7s for more 
precious in his eye, thaw gold that periſeth, though 
it be tryed ſeven times inthe fire. The ſame we 
do, when we keep his Commandments, which 
— tothe Pſalmiſt, is more deſirable _ | 
gold, 


b. 6d ory OTIS , <a> FEI >, —_— _ 
o& pe” 2 EOS OE OR TE PR AF AOERET Ca Beds he _ chad; , 
4 wy VIS C0; EC ED SE a : , -_ : £35 / wv 2 Os CARA > lbs s 1 aa 
PD 23S : + I « TRI Y. PRO CLE, 
- £ D 
. £ 1 
P . 


gold, yea; than RE fit a And-no leſs we 
do, when-we relieve the'poor, feed the hungry, 
andcloaththe-naked ; ui doing which, though 
thediſtreſſed.receive the benefit , yer the offer- 
ing 15 made unto God, and he takes it as done 
zinto himſelf; for to do. good, and communicate, 
with ſuch like ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, 

2. We offer up frankincenſe nnto him in our 
daily prayers.and devout ejaculations: 1n our 
hopes and:ſare confidencein his mercies : in our 
humility and-obedience'to his holy Laws:which 
(as frankincenſe 1s binding and reſtringent) are 
the-onely binders and reſtrainers of our inordi- 
nate wills and. paſſions. 

3- Laſtly, If we mortifie our AﬀeRions upon 
the earth( for myrrbe hath a quality in it of killing 
worvis ) if, we keep our bodies chaſte and pure 
(fer-myrrhe 1s. a-ſpveraign antidote againſt all im- 
purities, and the in(tliences of a wanton mind ) and 
itinthe bitterneſs of our Souls repent us of all 
our paſt ſinful Extravagancies (for myrrbe 5s of 

> T bitter nature ) then 'do we truly-preſent him 

"with offerings of myrrhe. Thus the Perſian Wile 

4 (+ nan did; and if we their Off-ipring would 

1 maintain thi reputation of Wiſe men, let us do 
=” £00, | 
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